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CORALLUS HORTULANUS (Amazon Treeboa). DIET.
Corallus hortulanus is an arboreal, nocturnal, forest and forest-
edged boid widely distributed in the Guianas and in the Amazon
Basin (southern Colombia, southern Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru,
Bolivia and Brazil) (Henderson 2002. Neotropical Treeboas: Natu-
ral History of the Corallus hortulanus Complex, Krieger Publ.,
Malabar, Florida. 197 pp.). Henderson (loc. cit.) summarized the
feeding habits of C. hortulanus by indicating that the species is
euryphagic, feeding on frogs, lizards, birds, bats, rodents and other
small mammals.

In early October 2004, a large adult female Corallus hortulanus
(150.7 c¢m total length) was killed by itinerant miners living at
Menzie’s Landing in Kaieteur National Park (05°10'23"N;
59°28'52"W), Guyana, preserved in formalin and donated to us.
The snake was found in primary forest, in a tree along the Potaro
River and had a remarkable swelling in its abdomen, which proved
to be a just-fledged -Paradise Jacamar (Galbula dea, Galbulidae).
The bird, swallowed headfirst, was partly digested but was still
identifiable.

The Paradise Jacamar is a bird known to perch on low to high
outer branches of forest-edge trees along water courses (de
Schauensee and Phelps 1978. A Guide to the Birds of Venezuela,
Princeton University Press, New Jersey. 424 pp.). This environ-
mental setting is similar to the habitat of C. hortulanus in Kaieteur
National Park.

This report is the first record of C. hortulanus eating G. dea and
the first record of C. hortulanus feeding on a bird in the family
Galbulidae.

In Kaieteur National Park, active C. hortulanus were commonly
observed at the beginning of the night in trees along streams. In
addition to the aforementioned specimen, two other adult speci-
mens were collected as vouchers by us during our inventory of the
park’s herpetofauna. Both snakes were foraging in trees along
streams around 2100 h, at heights of 2—6 m, and both had empty
stomachs.

The C. hortulanus and the remnants of the G. dea are deposited
under the same collection number (IRSNB 17049) in the herpeto-
logical collections of the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sci-
ences, Brussels, Belgium.

We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the Direc-
torate General of Development Cooperation (Belgian Develop-
ment Cooperation), and the National Science Foundation (NSF).
We also thank the people of Menzie’s Landing, Kaieteur National
Park, Guyana, for preserving the snake and donating it to us. Per-
mission to conduct the herpetofaunal surveys was granted by the
Prime Minister of Guyana, Honorable Samuel Hinds, and S. Nokta
and I. Nathoo of the Guyana National Parks Commission, with
research and collection permit 180604 BR 011 issued by the
Guyana Environmental Protection Agency.

Submitted by PHILIPPE J. R. KOK, Department of Verte-
brates, Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, 29 rue Vautier,
B-1000 Brussels, Belgium (e-mail:

Herpetological Review 37(2), 2006



Philippe. Kok @naturalsciences.be); GODFREY R. BOURNE,
Department of Biology, University of Missouri-St. Louis, 8001
Natural Bridge Road, St. Louis, Missouri 63121-4499, USA, and
National Science Foundation, Division of Integrative Organismal
Biology, Behavioral Systems Cluster, 4201 Wilson Boulevard,
Arlington, Virginia 22230, USA; RENE-MARIE
LAFONTAINE, Department of Education and Nature, Royal
Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, 29 rue Vautier, B-1000 Brus-
sels, Belgium; GEORGES L. LENGLET, Department of Verte-
brates, Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, 29 rue Vautier,
B-1000 Brussels, Belgium; and PAUL BENJAMIN, Kaieteur
National Park, Guyana.

Herpetological Review 37(2), 2006

231



	1.jpg
	2.jpg

